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BROUGHTY FERRY FUNDRAISING BRANCH

RNLI CAROL CONCERT
St. James Church, Broughty Ferry

190
athZpm
Musical items provided by ‘The Noteables Choir’

On Sunday 10th. December there will be
a collection of gifts for children. The gifts
should be placed in front of the communion
table and please do not wrap the items. After
the service they will be delivered to a charity
for distribution.

The gifts are for all ages of
children and not restricted.
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Welcome

to the Winter issue of
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All of us at St.Stephens and West wish you a
speedy recovery and hope you feel a little bit
better every day, you are taking it slow and easy
right now and hang in there as better days are
coming.

Best Wishes and hope you enjoy the magazine.

George Anderson
e Anderson

(Georg

St. Stephen’s & West Kirk
Magazine
Winter 2023 / 2024

2024 is nearly with us and welcome
to the last edition of 2023.

| take this opportunity of wishing you a
very Merry Christmas and a happy and
healthy New Year.

A number of our congregation are
unwell at present and we miss you all
at the regular Sunday service.
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Parish Register: St. Stephen’s & West.
IN MEMORIAM

Awhile our moral blindness may miss God’s loving kindness,
And grope in faithless strife.

But when life's day is over,

Shall death’s fair night discover

Fields of everlasting life.
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September 12, 2023

Stuart Dron, 29 Heriotgait, Cross Street, Broughty Ferry.
October 3, 2023

Margaret Dron, 29 Heriotgait, Cross Street, Broughty Ferry.
October 3, 2023

Murray Dalgety, 29 Strathern Road, West Ferry.

November 1, 2023

Ron McMillan, 4 Dundas Street, Broughty Ferry.

November 8, 2023

Ronald Gellatly, 51,Forthill Road, Broughty Ferry
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It is not funny but is worth reading
when considering what the
Christmas message means to each
of us as individuals. Christmas is
for love. ltis for joy, for giving and
sharing, for laughter, for reuniting
with family and friends, for tinsel
and brightly covered packages.

Christmas is
for Love
Classic Tale

But, mostly Christmas is for love. | had not believed this until a small elfin like pupil with
wide innocent eyes and soft rosy cheeks gave me a wondrous gift one Christmas. Matthew
was a 10 year old orphan who lived with his aunt, a bitter, middle aged woman greatly
annoyed with the burden of caring for her dead sister’s son. She never failed to remind
young Matthew, if it hadn’t been for her generosity, he would be a vagrant, homeless waif.
Still, with all the scolding and chilliness at home, he was a sweet and gentle child.

| had not noticed Matthew particularly until he began staying after class each day [at the
risk of arousing his aunt’s anger so | learned later] to help me straighten up the room. We
did this quietly and comfortably, not speaking much, but enjoying the solitude of that
hour of the day. When we did talk, Matthew spoke mostly of his mother. Though he was
quite young when she died, he remembered a kind, gentle, loving woman who always
spent time with him. As Christmas drew near however, Matthew failed to stay after school
each day. | looked forward to his coming, and when the days passed and he continued to
scamper hurriedly from the room after class, | stopped him one afternoon and asked him

why he no longer helped me in the room.

| told him how | had missed
him, and his large brown
eyes lit up eagerly as he
replied, ‘Did you really miss
me?' | explained how he
had been my best helper, I
was making you a surprise,’
he whispered confidentially.
‘It's for Christmas.’ With that,
he became embarrassed
and dashed from the room.
He didn't stay after school
any more after that. Finally
came the last school day
before Christmas. Matthew
crept slowly into the room
late that afternoon with
his  hands  concealing
something behind his back.
‘I have your present, he
said timidly when | looked
up. ‘I hope you like it.’

He held out his hands, and
therelyinginhissmall palms
was a tiny wooden box.
‘It's beautiful, Matthew. Is
there something in it?" |
asked opening the top to
look inside. ‘Oh you can't
see what's in it," he replied,
‘and you can't touch it, or
taste it or feel it, but mother
always said it makes you
feel good all the time,
warm on cold nights and
safe when you're all alone.’
| gazed into the empty
box. 'What is it, Matthew’
| asked gently, ‘that will
make me feel so good?’
‘It's love,’ he whispered
softly, ‘and mother always
said it's best when you
give it away." He turned

and quietly left the room.
So now | keep a small box
crudely made of scraps of
wood on the piano in my
living room and only smile
when inquiring friends raise
quizzical eyebrows when
| explain to them there is
love in it. Yes, Christmas is
for gaiety, mirth, song, and
for good and wondrous
gifts. But mostly, Christmas
is for love.

Anonymous
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Meru
Update

| very much appreciated the opportunity to have
a stall for Meru at the recent coffee morning.
Along with Kenyan artefacts | had a variety of
other traditional and unusual gifts for Christmas
and babies. A big thank you to my talented and
generous friends.

Recently after fundraising, £666 was used to
support Rev Elijah’s orphans; to purchase 4
computers for Limbene school and to fund building
materials for a school dining hall in Meru.

The summer was spent selling paintings and preparing Coronation stones for sale with my
grandchildren to raise funds for Meru. Recently the children of my new neighbours have also
produced stones and Reuben (8) has apparently been inspired to do a sponsored swim for
Dundee bairns!

Recently I raffled a giant teddy for £88 and it was won by a very surprised Jean McRae. Halloween
stones have also been successful in raising funds.

Now | would very much appreciate donations for a Christmas raffle so that | can send funds to
Meru for the start of the new term in January.

| first visited Meru at the aegis of Marjorie Kerr in 2008 and we are in the early stages of plans
to volunteer at a project for young people next year.

Elijah and Mercy report that like UK Meru is suffering from the economic after effects of covid;
rocketing fuel prices affecting food prices and consumer goods ,coupled with droughts followed
by severe flooding in a country where support services lag well behind ours.

Elijah uses the funds sent from the
Meru plate to support children in
education in families where there is a
disabled guardian or parent and they
are very grateful for our generosity.

Photographs for the article are of some
of the sponsored children with their
guardians. The photographs were
provided by Rev.Elijah and identify
some of the orphans we support
through our donations at St.Stephens
and West.

Wishing everyone peace and joy at
Christmas and good health in 2024.
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A Sign of the Times
As a little girl climbed Se I"ViCe

onto Santa’s lap, Santa

asked the usual, “And on Sunday
what would you like for

Christmas?” 31*+December
The child stared at him  Please note that there will
open mouthed and not be a service at
horrified for a minute, St.Stephens and West
then gasped: “Didn't on this date.

you get my E-mail?”
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The Wine of Astonishment
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Psalm 60
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Out of the shadows

Oh say, can you see them, these thousands of men

Eager to make their way skywards again?
Out of the shadows of time they appear
Ready for action, disclaiming all fear,
Knowing the dangers of fighters and flak,

These were the heroes who never came back.

Oh say, can you hear it, that full -throated roar

Of Lancaster engines as you heard before?
The bombers all ready to take to the sky
Their crews in position and waiting to fly.
| hear them so clearly...though 80 years on

The runways have vanished - the Lancasters gone.

Oh say, can you feel it, that tingling inside,
A sense of humility, tempered with pride?

Let's stand here to honour them and, as they go,
Remember again the great debt that we owe.
They came from the shadows, these planes and these men,

Now they return to the shadows again.

Nora Veysey

Alex 90t
Perry Birthday

On Sunday 29th.October the actual day of
his birthday, Alex our organist for the past 51
years had a party after the service to celebrate
his 90th.birthday. There was a rendition of
Happy Birthday and Alex confirmed at the
end of the chorus that the singers did not pass
the audition for joining the choir. A cake was
provided for the occasion and best wishes
from the congregation to himself and Helen
from Keith our minister. His son Graham
who lives in Ottawa, Canada attended and
was warmly welcomed by members of the
congregation.

Remembrance day
Soup and Sandwich day

Proceeds to Poppy Scotland

On Sunday 12th.November
over 40 members of the
congregation retired to the hall
after the service and enjoyed the
soup and sandwiches provided
by the social committee. A total
of £275 was raised and donated

to Poppy Scotland. An
impressive choice of
4 different soups was
on offer along with a number of different
sandwich fillings. Second helpings were
the order of the day. Well done ladies.
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Christmas
Greetings

Christmas blessings to everyone
at St Stephens and West. Good
health and happiness in 2024.

Happ
R y 2024,
€gards, May Masson

Toni and Euan McNicoll
would like to wish all their
friends in the congregation

and the wider community

a peaceful Christmas an

a healthy and prosperous

2024

Sybil Rough

'l:;)tall of the members of
; éStePhens and West
nd their families 5 very
o l:\/lerry Christmas
appy safe New Year
from George and
Rhona Anderson.

Wishing you a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy
New Year.

From Malcolm and Moira
Davidson

We send our warmest
Christmas Greetings and
every good wish for the
coming year to all our
friends at St.Stephens
and West.
Syd and Christine Smith

A
' \;ery Merry Christmas
l:.' lot:s of Health and
. appiness in 2024
rom Jill and Ron Oakiey

Margaret Knight and
family would like to send
choir and congregationa\

friends Warmest
Greetings of the Season
and Every Good Wish for
the Coming Year

A very happy Christmas
to all at Gt.Stephens and
West.

Love Frances, Alan and

Kelvin Justice:
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ST. STEPHENS & WEST PARISH CHURCH

BROUGHTY FERRY

CONTACTS

Minister:
Rev. Keith F. Hall

33, Strathern Road, West Ferry, DD5 1PP
Telephone: 01382 778808

E-mail:
internos@keith-hall.uk

Clerk to the Congregational Board

and Treasurer:
Mrs. Toni McNicoll

55, Craigie Street, Dundee DD4 5PE

Telephone (home): 01382 452217
E-mail: tonimenicoll@outlook.com

Magazine Editor:
Mr. George Anderson

2, Green Lane, Monifieth DD5 4EX
Telephone: 01382 530299
E-mail: george.anderson12@btopenworld.com

Door Duty

Session Clerk:

Mr. Ron McPherson

49, Rossie Avenue, DD5 3NQ
Telephone: 01382 730786

E-mail:

ronald.mcpherson2@btopenworld.com

Organist and Choirmaster:

Mr. Alex Perry

56, Dawson Road, DD5 1PY
Telephone: 01382 776905

(One duty elder with transport should offer to distribute flowers.
Please arrange a substitute if any date is unsuitable for you.)

2024 St Stephen’s & West Parish Church

Date

Sun 7 Jan

Sun 14 Jan
Sun 21 Jan
Sun 28 Jan
Sun 4 Feb

Sun 11 Feb
Sun 18 Feb
Sun 25 Feb
Sun 3 Mar

Sun 10 Mar
Sun 17 Mar
Sun 24 Mar

Time
10:00
10:00
10:00
10:00
10.00
10.00
10.00
10.00
10.00
10.00
10.00
10.00

Sun 31 Mar  Easter/ BST Begins 10.00

Door Duty
Margaret Knight
Sybil Rough

Syd Smith
George Anderson
Simon Davidson
Margaret Knight
May Masson
Fiona Watt
Margaret Knight
May Masson
Rhona Anderson
Alan Justice

Linda Parry-Richards

Door Duty

Toni McNicoll
Shirley Grinyer
Sandra McMillan
Heather Stiven
Toni McNicoll
Shirley Grinyer
Sybil Rough
Rhona Anderson
Toni McNicoll
Heather Stiven
Simon Davidson
George Anderson

Sandra McMillan

A registered Scottish Charity No. SC003714

Elders Duty List

Beadle

Fiona Watt
Peter Wakefield
Alan Justice

Ron McPherson
Kenny Matheson
Shirley Thomson
Syd Smith

Linda Parry-Richards
Alan Justice
Kenny Matheson
Shirley Thomson
Ron McPherson

Peter Wakefield




